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Chapter 1. Introduction

WHAT IS A MASTER PLAN?
The Cleveland Township Master Plan serves as the official policy guide for Cleveland

Township's future development and growth, including the management of its many natural

resources. In Michigan, master plans serve as a legal basis for zoning, and provide policy

guidance for changes to infrastructure, land use, transportation, natural resource

management, and other community systems. In general, the Cleveland Township Master

Plan serves the following purposes:

Evaluates existing conditions and trends in
the Township.

States the community’s long-range vision
for the Township, extending 20 years or
more into the future.

Provides the flexibility to respond to
changing conditions with new resources or
innovations that align with goals of the
Master Plan.

Identifies opportunities for partnerships
between informed citizens, community
stakeholder groups, non-profit
organizations, and county and regional
entities that help support and participate in
plan implementation.

Identifies where new development should
be directed and the general character to
which new homes and buildings should
adhere.

Gives guidance to property owners,
developers, neighboring jurisdictions, and
county and state entities about

A deer grazing in a Township field.

expectations and standards for public investment and future development.

Provides guidance for the allocation and spending of funds.

Guides the day-to-day decisions of Township staff and the land-use policy decisions of the

Planning Commission and Township Board.

Establishes a legal basis for the Cleveland Township Zoning Ordinance, capital improvements,
land-use policies, and other implementation tools and programs.
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CLEVELAND TOWNSHIP
Cleveland Township is located in Leelanau

County, Michigan, and is comprised of
approximately 20,864 acres of land.
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
makes up 39%, or 8,128 acres, of Cleveland

Township. | eelanau
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Township.
Cleveland Township is located in northwest Lower
Michigan in Leelanau County.

PREVIOUS MASTER PLANNING IN
CLEVELAND TOWNSHIP

The 2017 Master Plan builds on a history of municipal planning in the Township. The 2002
Cleveland Township Master Plan was created by a Steering Committee of residents and
community leaders committed to preserving the natural landscapes and agricultural areas
in the Township while creating opportunities for housing and commercial growth. A
remarkably engaged public provided opinions to inform the plan’s direction. The Steering
Committee conducted focus groups and public meetings and mailed a survey to each
household in the Township. Some elements of the 1984 Cleveland Township Master Plan
were kept and used in the 2002 Master Plan.

Master Plans in Michigan should be reviewed every five years. After completing its review,
the Cleveland Township Planning Commission made a number of changes to the Master
Plan in 2009. These updates included revised implementation strategies (as the 2002
strategies were largely completed by 2009) and new information where appropriate and
relevant.

Language from the 2009 Cleveland Township Master Plan is used in the 2017 Master Plan
where appropriate, although most sections of the Master Plan contain altogether new
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information. In particular, the community goals and implementation strategies are a
substantial addition compared to previous plans.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT FOR THE 2017 MASTER PLAN

In the spring of 2016, Cleveland Township began a community-wide planning process to
create a new Master Plan. Throughout the remainder of 2016, residents and community
leaders worked together to identify a shared vision for the future of the community and
develop strategies to achieve this desired future. The Cleveland Township Planning
Commission oversaw the planning process and guided the creation of this Master Plan. The
Land Information Access Association (LIAA), a community planning nonprofit based in
Traverse City, facilitated the process.

The Master Plan process
involved a variety of civic |~
engagement activities ¢
including public input
sessions, educational
gatherings, and
community workshops.
These events are
summarized on the
timeline in this chapter.
Each event provided
opportunities for
citizens, stakeholders

and public officials to

identify important The public process to develop this plan included four advertised public meetings,
community issues and monthly planning commission meetings, a mailed survey, and a number of other

o ways for the public to share input.
generate a shared vision

for the Township's future. A Master Plan Survey was also mailed to each address in the
Township, and 312 residents and business owners completed the survey. The key themes
from public input are included throughout the Plan, and full summaries of each public
meeting as well as an analysis of the survey results are included in the appendices.
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